Guest Editorial
Even though the Johannesburg Summit was considered by some to be disappointing, climate change is still one of the most important challenges facing mankind and its politicians, with the earth's surface temperature forecast to rise by up to 6K by the end of this century. 1 As evidenced by the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change, IPCC, work, most scientists and engineers agree that there is a measurable anthroprogenic contribution to the earth's temperature increase and CO 2 rise. Central to any response to climate change is the sustainable carbon economy and the need to make best use of our available resources. The importance of this is re ected in the UK Government's commitment to the Kyoto Protocol, its own greenhouse gas emission reductions target and its recently introduced Climate Change Levy.
In the UK, the non-domestic building sector contributes 19% 2 and the domestic sector 27% to total UK CO2 emissions, hence buildings are critically important to the UK national response to climate change. Additionally, ood damage to buildings cost approximately £800m in October 2000 and windstorm damage caused £2.1 bn of damage, primarily to buildings, in 1990. 3 UK building subsidence costs about £350m to £450m 4 a year so the incidence of droughts in parts of the UK will affect building foundations. With climate change these types of extreme weather events are predicted to increase. The outlook for the UK, outlined in the recent UKCIP02 scenarios, 5 is that parts of the south east may be up to 5K warmer in summer by the 2080s. This is in line with global trends. 6 The report (in agreement with other work 7 ) also suggests that to stabilize concentrations of CO 2 levels in the atmosphere would require global emissions to fall by between 60% and 70% relative to today.
These examples demonstrate that the implications relate to a wide range of construction, planning and design issues and impact on actors The co-sponsor of the conference was the CIB Task Group 21 -Climatic Data for Building Services. The Task Group was formed in 1997 to be a global forum for the exchange of information on the availability, processing and use of climatic data for the environmental design of buildings. At the Manchester Conference it was proposed to widen the remit of the Task Group to that of a Working Commission on Climate Change and the Built Environment: W108.
The aims of the Working Commission are:
1. To provide a forum for establishing the exchange of weather data, climate change scenarios, research ndings and formulating joint research projects on the impacts of climate change on construction and the built environment, and measures to anticipate and ameliorate such impacts. 2. To facilitate the transfer of data and research ndings to practitioners, in particular to in uence building design and adaptation, the revision of relevant standards, codes and speci cations so that these re ect potential impacts of climate change. 3. To be a vehicle through which funding for collaborative research into the impact of climate change on the built environment might be secured.
Details are on the CIB web site: www.cibworld.nl Climate change is important and the built environment is a key factor as the following papers indicate. It is hoped that more papers on this topic will be submitted to BSERT as the research community becomes increasingly involved in the addressing the complexities of climate change.
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